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DESPITE the brave beroies of both the Bucks County 
Rugby XV and our county cricketers, pride of piace in 
the review of 1974 must go to Wycombe Wanderers 
F.C. Du the year they climc the first ever 
Rothmans lan League nship aad last 
month reached the third round of the F.A. Cup for the 
first time in their 90 vear history. 


Wycombe success last yosr was almost expected, for during 
Qe n sh pen they Mido ponabeniy noni Besson Vert 
the tows 

Bucks R.F C.'s brave display in going down to Gloucestershire 
10-0 in the Cousty Championsiep qearter-final wt rate wn their 
bex-ever performance in their history. 

The county ericketers had à mammothb task facing them whes 
they travelled down te Cante to face Kent in the Gületie 
Cup. But with Jokn Turner hitting B8 they amassed a superb 223-5 
- | gave Kent plenty of shocks before going down by sevea 
wickets. 

Other highighis of the year were Jackie Priest's excellent per- 
formance in becoming the undisputed 1974 U K. champion im the 
minor gris crosecoustry while the asame year suw tbe end of 
Ernest. Turmers football and cricket clubs. 

Here's à monih by moeth usmmary of 1974 — a vintage year for 
local sport. 


JANUARY 


Bucks am — A ww: in a " I County 

Champs Ip, quarter- at Ayles , they were o 

beaten 10.0 à war-atudáed Gloucestershire side. On the C 

M Bucks lost their first match of the season, going down 3-2 to 
erts, 

Wycombe Wanderers made a t start 10 the aew year. They 
eruihed Horncherch 5-0 ie the E Ammon Cup fit round at 
Loakes Park and thea flew 250 miles for their second round te 
wen Evenwood Town, whom they defented S0. This wua tbe 

time Wanderers had ever flown to a march, apart from club 
toun. 

Wanderers made hauwory again when - played their first ever 
maich at Loakes Park on s Sunday due to the fuel crisis and three- 
day week. As a treat for the peopis who turned up for this 
match, the "Blues' tüeushed. Corinthian Cusals 7-0. Wanderers 
also overcame Bracksell Town 4-1 ia the Berks asd Backs Sensoc 
Cup, quarter-fipal. Central defender Keith Mesd signed on fer 
Wycombe from Enfield. 

Mr. Norman Turner, managiag directer of Etnest Turners, ao- 
nowsced that the firm's football club — mecezbers of the Hellemuc 
League — would disband at the end of the season. Thi decision 
came as a result of increasing finances and also a lack af playing 
members actually working at the firm. 


FEBRUARY 


Wycombe Phoesix Harrers Athletics Club took the limelight 
this moni, The first success came when the club emereed a new 
Southern Coumtes Intermediste chamowons, but fem was 
oversihadowed by their misor girly runser Jackie Priest. Jackie 
became the undaputed 1974 U.K. sational cham- 
pon when sbe won the minor girls race at the women's national 
championships st Leicester. 

Princes Risborough were stunsed whes they were asked hy tbe 
Helienic League to find football elsewhere st the «ad of the term 
becsuse their faciluties were not up to standard. Two Burnham 
plavers, Terry Walters and Mick Beavis were sent off as tbe aide 
qe to a 2-1 home defeat by Wantage Town in tbe Hellenic 

[z E. 

re were mixed fortumes for Wycombe Wanderers. As ows 
goal by Kelth Mead 10 minutes from time knocked them out of the 
Amateur Cup when they went down 2-1 in the third round at Blytk 
Spartans after another long flight up north, However, the 'Bluec 
reached the final of the Berks and Bucks Senior Cup by disposing 
of Chesham United 3-1 and thea tbey hammered Bromley 7-0 ia 
the Rothmans Isthmian League. 

Marlow R.F.C. went down 7-0 to Aylesbury in the final of the 
Bucks Rughy Knock-out final. But there was brighter news for 
Martow F.C. who played oe a Suaday for the first time ia their 104 
year -— iR 2-0 against Wolageam Town in the Premier 
rA aght i mm ie af — -y- 

e Bucks Squash title w is oppooest Chris wis 
forced to withdraw. 


MARCH 


Gerrards Cross crashed to a 5-2 defeat against Eastcote and so 
fuibed 10 avoid relegation from the Trumans Sou Mockey 
League. In the athletics world, Wycombe Phoenix Harriers ladies 
cross-country team claimed the Yosag Athletes Sunday Leagues 
major trophy as overall winners. 

After some closely fought matches, Bucks! squash tenm were 
narrowly besten 3-2 & Not and so slipped out of the semi-frnal 
of the Plate Éveet of the ister-county championship. Keolla starm- 
ed to & 4] triu over Chesham Bois 2nd to cnch the Bucks 
B League Divisson One. : 

/anderers suffered probably their worst moath of the year in 
Clapton 5-2, they lost their first match 
since October 23, goi own 1-0 1o O: Cty. The *Blues' then 
drew 0-0 at home to Sutton United and finally, sithered to a 1-0 
reverse at Woking. Wycombe s skipper Larry Pritchard hut oae 

oa in England'"a 24) vietory over Malta at Reading in the 

.U.F.A. Amateur Cup. 

Following the sews that Ernest Turner FC. were to disband at 
the end of the sezson, manager Paul Bates nes After three 
years with the cieb. Tursers' leugwe rivals, Burnham gain senior 
status for a probatiosary three-year pe staring next seapos 


the league, After beni 


APRIL 


For the second soccessive year, Wycombe Wanderers lifted the 
Berks and Ducks Senior MA quen they recoróded a 3-1 success 
ower Slough Towm is (he | a Wokingham Tows. Another 
pleasing point for Wanderers was the return of Keith Searle after a 
ive-moath lay-ofT because of damaged knee p He come 
on as substitute in the Premier Midweek Fl p League match 
&t home to Chesham Usted which l'innhed !- 
Mariow sormed to victory is the Bucks County R.F.U. sevces 
fima] m Beaconafield by beating Old Windsoriassa 13-14, aher 
trading by !0 points. A superb ali-round performance s&w High 
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Wanderers! F.A. Cup heroics the 
highlight of a memorable year 


Wycombe R.F.C. notch their highest score (or several years when 
crushed Umversty Vandals 56-9. 

Sykes men's doubles team made ause of the Wycombe Bad- 
müston Lesgue Division One tXle hen tbey owerpowered 
Wanderers 7-2. Flackwell Heath added another trophy 19. ther 
Shelf when their under 164 side defeated Tocteridge Athlete 2-0 in 
the Wycombe Minor Football Losgue Sobsdiars Cup final, 


MAY 


A superb moeth for loca! sport was bi pchied by Wanderers 
clinching the lirw ever Rothrsans n e Diimon One 
when (hey plaved superbly to owerwhelm Levtonsone 3-0 at 
Loakes Purk. This wu Wanderecw third chamgion in four 
years. The Blues also claimed the Premier Midweek Floodlight 
League, Section "A" aad then climaxed an eventíal eyonth with a 
Vour of Cyprus, where they recoróed two vic! and ene deleat. 

The cricket aeason couid po have made à bester start. David 
Jases bammered 102 for Beacoewicid agxinw Old Merchazt 
Tayton and free scoring Wü Slack srock à superb 139 5.0, for 
Frieth when tbey romped ta a 215 ren triumph A1 home co Harrow 
Road Police. Mick Guyver of Stokeschsrch, fined with beenth- 
taking figures of 9-] im the side's 226 rua massacre o£ Cuxham. ik 
was a wd month for High Wycombe C.C. however, who wear 
down by three rens to Wiedsor and Etos in the Natioaal Knock- 
aut Cup first rovad. 

Alec Watson of Tylers Qreez secured the Wycombe Table Teo- 
nis League chamgionship fot tbe tbürnd year in succeasion when be 
defeated Doa Berry af 1. T. Wade. Ou the badminton scene, 
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Wycombe Oakley completed a esermorable [eat when thay rwept to 
Uhs m3e&'s docbles lempae Divisien Oae title of the Oxos and Bucks 
Bedrnirton League, without cÓ: à game 
There was no "story book' fiajsh for Ernes Turners when i 
part their laxt Football match. Thay went down 5-0 to Clanfieid. 
almer Green took the Wycombe League Semior Sectioa title 


Research by TERRY REEVE 


when nearest rivals Fackwell Hegth t0 2 2-1 defest agasest 
Cheshac $t, Mary, 4nd Richardson Rovers wee tbe Wycombe 
Senior Cup when they beat Cheskan St, Mary 2-0 in the second 
replay. Risborough Corinthians cuimed (he Wycombe Sunduy 
Combination Premier Division tite thanks to a 3-2 success ovef 
Lawood Atletic 


Bucks wee acclumed foe Uvrir memorable performance against 
Kent 59 the Criliette Cug ficit eoumd st Canzerbury, A saperh first 
wocket stand. of 120 between Jahn Tursec (85) &&d Owynm Jones 
(47) helped B'acka resch a tremendous score of 223-5 but thus faded 
to owetawe Keet who went o6 1o win by seven wickets, Geuham 
Johnaen scoring 129 6.0. L 

Prestwoo] Crioket Cleb made A when they became tho 
first ever. Wycombe Cricket Leagse 1o win when chasing a 
tere! ie exeens of 200, They bem Wewubosrne by four wicketa, 
Trestwood man, Mike Lees made l'inhung nc»s when he caugle a 


Above: Steve Perrin stoops to hesd home one of Wycombe Wa 
Below: Bucks etorm through onto a loose ball during their bri 


Bucks went down 1 


7Iha. 6028, rainbow treut from Chew Valley Lake io Betstol. Tha 
was equa] to the ali«ime record for tbe lake. 

Wycombe Wanderers decided 1o esve the P.M.F.L. and asa 
reglacemen will play more attractive (riendbes. Peter Rogers, the 
former dasntant manager wh eA — joint 
meonger a1 Mariow with Dave D c nt St. Peter a0 ap- 
ponit A new boss when Derrick Jones was goven the vacaat 
positios. 


JULY 


Wycombe Phoenix Harriers were elsminated from the British 
Athletes League "Pye Gold Cup" competition when they could 
och feah sixth out of eight teams in tbe semifinal. However, 
ibere was better a6ws from the Harners camp, in the ferm of Jane 
Loag, who won the Southern Counties intermediate women's 80 
metres hurdies a! Crystal Palace. 

Alas Dowty set up a waiqwe record whes he took his 1,000th 
wicket for Ernest Ternen second XI against Leighton Bureard 
2nd. Dowty achieved this 5 in time as z was announced that 
the criekol club wow be disbanding & the end of the season. 

Sir Wiliam Beclase School wnder 14 cricket team clinched the 
county competitbon for tb Emo Cep Coli tropk by besting the 
Rayal Grammar School b»y six wickets, Marlew s Bob Kyle batted 
us i he had &o tme to apere when he struck a rasid centurv in 55 


münutes against Ventmor on the 1ge of Wight tour. 
Fingacis! matters éomicated Wycombe Wanderers me 
during July. Firstly they cecec à cheque for £1,673.97 at the 


Roxh mans dinner and tbes Inter on in the month the chib decided 
lo rae gebe prices by fivepence for the 1974-75 season. 








Wanderers! long serving player, lan Kundle received à table 
lighsor at tbe club'y dinner at the Brickmakers Arms for 10 yean! 
service. 

Other sports highlhts included t&e Bucks howis teams! defeat 
by Wilshire at loró-on-Avon in the guarter-fmals of ihe 
Middleton Cup. Wooburn Green asgier Keith Edmonds anaocunc- 
ed a scheme to form à 40-man x ue of professional 
agens with eoeey incentives. Flackwell Hesth Minon F.C 

brated their most successful season wh a ge and 
paty evening, The club woe sine trophies in a 


AUGUST 


it was a highly successful month for Bucks! promuxing vousa 
iezmis ms. Kate Clancy won the gira championship and giris 
umder 14 singles at tbe Bucks Junior champioaships, iecorporated 
by tbe Great Missendes Tesais toursamem, Stewart Taylor, a 
member of Beaconsfeld School! of. Lawn Tenais, claimed the 
Evening News Lawn Teamis tournament ^ singles under 12 
section when he overcame Martin Collar of Tifond. 

Wycombe Wanderers ooened tbeir Rothmsans 34-37 League 
Diimon Oee pro, me weh 4 imumph & home to 
Kingstoniaz. The 'Biues" were without Larry Priichard. Phi Wood 
and Toay Price, all of whom had jet the club, but they did feld 
newcomers Alan ips and Howsrd Kennedy. 

Former England Tem  cricketer Ted. Dester and. Maschener 


Usited m Tommy Docherty were two of (be guests at 
—(—(— eticket week at Wilton Purk. Tewworth quit 
N 1 


ambe Cricket pm poor stsndard of pitches 
while Lacey Green cruised to an easy sevea wicket victory over 
Prestwood in the League K.O. cup final at Great Kingshil. 


Compared wit 1be rex of the year, September was à quiet 
month for sport. The most successful event of the mosth was 
Wycombe Phoesix Harrters athletes. gala where nemerous top 
Mhletes wese ie attemdaace. The gale ramed several thousand 
pounds which will help towards the beüding of an xetersatiosal 
running track ia. High Wycombe. 

Bucks C.C.C. qualified for sext year's Gillette Cup when they 
defeuied Suffolk by 25 runs and so fimished fifth in the Misor 
Counties champsonsiip. High Wycombe Cycling Club celehrared 
their SÓth anniversary and on the hockey scene, Martow decided 
te joi» the Trumans Sovth - 

a —P— à ort but eveatful time in the F.A 

p. in r*t preliminary round against Aylesbury Unsted, they 
Qrew 3-9 bas Colin Reid seat alf! Aylesbury's Steve Bradshaw 
was nlso dismissed. Eventaally in the second replay, Maricw won 
1-0 amd careed a place against Wycombe Wanderers in the fest 
qeablíying round. After a duB match, Marlow weat dowz 1-0 


OCTOBER 


A depleted Bucks side snatched à 13-13 draw with Berkshire in 
their first Ragby County championship, Southern G match of 
iba season, tbey won last year. There wen news for 
Backs crickeiers wien !he county side were apunst 
Middiesex at Lords in tbe. Gillette Cup. first round text veanen. 

some results it tbe Rothmans 

and also eased their way through the F.A. Cup, 

qualify:zng rounds wiclones over Mikon 

Keynes 2-0 and Chesham Unsted 1 uM EN dn the league the 

'Bfacs! crushed Hendoa $4) and so picked up first £40 bonus 

aod a Keith Mead goal guve them a 1-0 waccem over leaders 
Leatherhead. 


England squash cagtnin Philsp Ayton secured tbe Vsnbrugh Lsfe 
Eaglish A mateur invitation towrnament at Beacoasfiehi by bestng 
(eBow international Peter Verow 9-4, 10-R, 9-4, The Bocks Free 
Press Aaghag correspondent, Tim Goode was pleased to report 
hat he had caught bis first ever 20lb. carp 


NOVEMSER 


An attempt by 10 member clubs of the Wycombe Cricket 
League to form a Premier Division was defea:ed ai an extraor- 
dimary geserul| meeting of the lesgee at the Ouüéhal, High 
Wycombe. However, the meeting there was a growiug feebag 
that tbe clubs might bresk away from the league. 

Wycombe Wanderers clinched an. F.A. Cup, 2nd round tie at 

Margate 2-1 in the fourth 
the firi round . Bu 








a an d 

Em Midland sectios of the Iater-couety 
and so carned a place in the Inst eight of the 
yver, winner af the Bucks Free Prem bowl- 
"Club Match' bal] for his superb howhag 


DECEMBER 


Cup fever took & grip of High Wyceembe whes the Wanderers 
reached the third roumd proper of the F.A. Cup for the lir time in 
their history. Their reward was à dream home t» agmost Football 
Leagse, Division Owe máe, Middlesbrough. 

Wusderers achieved this by disposing of A.F.C. Bournemosth, 
for whom the 'Blues' feemer skipper, John Delaney » now a 

mr firm tem player, A seperb goskeegung display hy 
Beurnemowth's Kevin Charlton kept out Wycombe i^ à goalless 
draw at Loskes Park. But in the replay at Bournemosth, goals hy 
Seve Perrin and Tos) Morsemas clscbed Wanderers a 
memorable 2-1 victory and a -* im the third rousd. 

^ late recovery by Bucks failed to peeven them from slipping to 
a narrow 25.22 defeat sway to Herts in their Southern Group 
match of the Rugby Usion cousty championship. This defeat 
keocked Bucks out of the tournament 

Following iübe Wycombe Cricket League's recent. meeting, 
where the clubs voted agsinst the proposal of forming s Premier 
Dsvision, 10 clube decided to break away from the league to form 
ihe 'Mid-Bucks Cricket League. Disaster struck the Wycombe 
Sunday Combssatios representative [ootball aide when they were 
convimcinghy thrashed 5-l| gway to the Brackned Susday League 
wed so toppled at the first hurdie in the Allied Counties Inter. 
League Cup. 


chempioesh 
competition. Mick 
img award, received a 
figores of 9-1. 


